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Aims and Objectives

This course explores contemporary representations of the function of narrative and storytelling as
resilience-building mechanisms in recent Canadian texts that underline the need to adapt to a
changing reality that is perceived as a succession of overlapping crises caused by anthropogenic
climate change.

Some core questions this course aims to tackle are:

o What kind of aesthetics does Canadian literature focusing on anthropogenic climate change
present as most suitable to narrate resilience?

e How does Canadian cli-fi affirm, interrogate, problematize, or reject current notions of
resilience?

e As worldmaking mechanisms, are Canadian anthropogenic climate change narratives
changing the way Canadians perceive themselves and influencing national and global
policy-making?

e Does the notion of resilience inform / transform the Canadian metanarrative?

Course Program

e Resilience thinking vis-a-vis modernity, the anthropocene, the posthuman, and Indigenous
epistemological traditions.

e Narrating anthropogenic climate change: Main tropes and imagery

e (ritical analysis of a selection of recent Canadian representations of resilience in
anthropogenic climate change narratives.
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Required Readings

A selection of texts will be specified at the beginning of the course for class discussion on given
dates. All the information will be available via STUDIUM and the students' use of the online
platform will be monitored by the instructor. Among the set critical readings are:

Methodology

Class meetings will consist of lectures, group discussions, and oral presentations.

Assessment

e Students are required to read each assigned text before class and come prepared to discuss
it.
e In addition, each student will have to prepare two oral presentations, one on a critical text
and another on a literary work.
e Students will be evaluated on a combination of their participation in class, their oral
presentations, and written assignments. There will be a final paper or project.
— Participation and oral presentations: 50 %
— Final project 50%
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